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The Donkey & Mule Society of New Zealand is the only National Breed Organisation in New
Zealand for Donkeys and Mules of all types. It administers the Donkey & Mule Society of
New Zealand Register which includes miniature donkeys and mules

This Codeof Ethicsis a guideline,not rules, regulationsor a legal document. However the

Society encourage®wnersand breedergo follow themto promoteand foster the highest
standards of care for donkeys.

CARE OF DONKEYS and MULES:

FOOD AND WATER:

Cleanwatermustbe availableat all timesand caretakenthat watersuppliesare unfrozenin
winter, andcleanat all times. Animals shouldbe neithertoo obesenor too thin, and proper
rations should be available every day

SHELTER:

All animalsshould have accesgo clean,dry shelterfrom rain, wind and snow as well as
shade from heat. Shed and stable areas should be mucked out daily

PADDOCKS:

Fencesshouldbe well built andsafeand paddockshaveenoughspaceto allow for adequate
freedom of movement and exercise.

SAFETY AND PROTECTION:

More than one jack over 6 monthsold must not be allowed to be grazedwith a group of
females. Cautionmustbe takenat all timesto ensurethat underagefemaleswill neverbe
availableto the jack to be bred. Jacksshouldbe keptso thattheywill notinjure eachother
jennies or kill foals.

HEALTH CARE:

Careshouldbe takenthatvaccinationsareadministeredn accordancevith healthneeds.An
internalandexternalparasitecontrol programshouldbe maintained. Sick animalsand newly
introducedanimalsshouldbe isolatedfrom the generalpopulation. Hoofs of all donkeysand
mules should be kept properly trimmed at regular intervals.



Donkeysshouldnot be run with bulls becausehe nutritional needsof bulls arein excessof
that of requiredby donkeys. Donkeysare desertanimalsand their diet shouldbe carefully
monitoredto ensurethey do not get overweight. A donkeycanfounderin only a coupleof
weeks on lush feed.

BREEDING:

Breeders should aim to:-
¥ Plan each breeding with the paramount intention of improving the breed.
¥ Selectthe sire and damwith an eyeto conformation,temperamenand good health
and with a careful study of the breed standard and the principles of genetics.
¥ Refrain from close breeding without careful study of pedigrees and individual animals.
¥ Not breedany male or female until they are both physically and mentally mature.
Jennies should not be breed before the age of three years.

Beforeenteringinto any breedingarrangemenpedigree conformationandhealthof boththe
sireanddam,shouldbe scrutinisedkeepingin mind the ideal of the breed. Breedershavean
obligation to refuse the breeding if in their opinion it is not in the best interest of the breed.
If responsibleownersof a sire refusea breedingthey should explain their reasonsto the
owner of the jenny

Breedersshould only breed from sires and dams that are free from defects such as
cryptorchidism, under and over bite, dwarfism and other genetic defects. Responsible
breedersshouldrefrain from using a breedinganimal, which althoughfree from the above
defects consistently producdlated offspring.

RECORDS:
Owners and breeders should follow the Donkey & Mule Society Registry requirements.

Ownersshould keep accuraterecordsand retain thoserecordsfor a minimum of 5 years.
Theserecordswill include Registry paperworkand health and breedingpaperworkfor all
animalsin their herd. The Registrarshouldbe notified of the deathof an animalto keep
records current.

Health and breedingrecordsshould be kept for eachdonkey All breedingsshould be
recordedand a sire® breedingcertificate madeout at the time of breeding. A salesrecord
showing to whom eachanimal (registeredor non-registered)s sold should be kept. All

donkeysand mules should be easily identified by the owner and should be brandedor
microchipped.

SALES:



Sellersshouldbe discriminatingin the salesof their animalsand concernedwith the type of
homesin which they are placed. Sellersshouldguaranteghe healthof animalsthey sell to
others. Donkeysand mulesshouldnot be sold to wholesalersor meatbuyers. Donkeysand
mules that must be put down should be humanely euthanised.

All applicableregistrationpapersshouldbe transferredat the time the purchaseagreements
completedandis suitableto all parties. Sellersshouldnot advertisetheir donkeysor mulesas
Oregisteredéndthen presentthe new ownerwith afilled out applicationand expectthemto
register the animals themselves.

Upon the sale of an animalthe seller should provide the new ownerwith a diet record,an
inoculationand parasitecontrol recordand a healthguarantee.Breedersshouldnot sell any
youngdonkeyor mule until it is at least6 monthsold andproperlyweaned]eads tiesup and
is well handled.

All buyersshouldbe informed that donkeysand mules needcompanions preferablyother
equines in order to be happy because they are herd animals not solitary creatures.

ADVERTISING:

All advertisingof donkeysand mules should be factual and honestboth in substanceand
implication.

Buyersshouldnot be encouragedo breedfrom a jenny without explainingthatthe breeding
of any animal involves certain responsibilities and is not to be taken lightly

COMPETING:

Showingdonkeysandmulesis a sportandcompetitorsshouldexpresggoodsportsmanshim
all activities. Exhibitorswill refrainfrom unnecessargriticism of otherpeople€animals,or
of the judge. Sellersshould not representany animal they sell as being a sure winner,
knowing that judges d#ér in their opinions.

No behaviourthat could be definedas seriousabuseor harmto donkeysor mulesshouldbe
demonstrated either in training a donkey or in showing it.

Contacts for the Donkey & Mule Society of New Zealand can be found on our web site at:-
www.homestead.com/DonkeysNZ

or contact the

Secretary



Donkey & Mule Society of New Zealand
AndreaThomson, PemberleKiwitea,
R.D. 7, Feilding 5600, New Zealand. Email: pemberley@inspire.net.nz

Acknowledgement is made to the American Donkey and Mule Society who has allowed the
Donkey Society of New Zealand to substantially use their Code of Ethics



